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subsidiary companies (the College of Law and Lawcover).
It also oversees the expenditure of pretty large amounts of
money, including the Fiduciary Fund.

This Pres Sez is really
important, but like most
important things, a sound
bite is not long enough to
fully discuss and explain the
issues.

Council is made up by 21 practitioners – 4 from large
CBD law firms, 6 from small CBD law firms, 8 from the
Sydney metropolitan area and 3 from regional NSW. (If
the President is included, one member is a government
practitioner).

The
issues
themselves
certainly don’t seem to
interest
the
profession
– the politics of professional
representational
bodies.
For a profession that is
passionate about sticking
its two cents worth into every other cause under the sun,
from human rights violations to changes in tax legislation,
the profession demonstrates that its forte in its own
representation is hand-wringing, sighing and silence.
Nationally and in New South Wales the legal profession
is undergoing intense scrutiny and navel gazing at the
moment. The outcome of these examinations is going to
directly affect what it takes to practice, the way in which we
practice, where we can practice and how the profession’s
interests are represented.
Nationally the Standing Committee of Attorneys General
(SCAG) are not only looking at how to make the hodge
podge of state and territory law societies and bar
associations part of a national profession but is actually
making noises that they are going to force the profession
to “go national”. (They might even standardise the bizarre
admission to practice regimes).
The Australian Young Lawyers Committee will be making a
submission on the SCAG proposal.
In New South Wales, the Law Society of NSW (Law
Society) has been told by the NSW Attorney General that
membership of the Law Society will be voluntary from 1
July 2004. The Law Society’s preparations have included
changes to its website – to create a "members only" section
- and the release of an issues paper on the composition of
the Council of the Law Society of NSW (Council).
At the time of writing the Law Society had received
approximately 500 responses (from its 16,500 members!)
to its issues paper.
Ahh, Council – what does it do and who is on it?
Council is effectively a board of company directors. It
makes decisions about whether to remove practitioners
practising certificates, whether to appoint administrators
to practises and who sits on the boards of the Law Society’s

Only one councillor (Geoffrey Dunlevy from Moree) fits the
demographic of the membership of NSW Young Lawyers,
yet nearly 50% of the profession in NSW are young lawyers
(most practising in the CBD).
Want to know more? Visit the Law Society’s website
(www.lawsocnsw.asn.au) to check out the issues paper on the
composition of Council and the NSW Young Lawyers’ website
(www.younglawyers.com.au) to read the Australian Young
Lawyers Committee’s submission to SCAG and NSW Young
Lawyers’ submission in response to the issues paper on the
composition of Council.
Want to know what you can do?
Email me at amber.cerny@younglawyers.com.au with your
thoughts on the SCAG proposal;
Respond to the issues paper; and
VOTE IN THE LAW SOCIETY COUNCIL ELECTIONS.
This is absolutely critical. The term of a councillor is three
years. The councillors that are elected this year will be on
Council on the introduction of voluntary membership.
NSW Young Lawyers anticipates that a couple of active
members will run as candidates. We will provide further
information about these candidates and encourage all
young lawyers to vote.

Amber Cerny
Senior Associate, Corrs Chambers Westgarth
email: amber.cerny@younglawyers.com.au
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NSW Young Lawyers can keep you up to date with its
latest social, sporting, legal, regulatory, and community
services news by email.
To subscribe to your preferred service, just got to:

www.younglawyers.com.au/subscriptions
or to get debrief by email, just send a message to:

subscriptions@younglawyers.com.au

The members of NSW Young Lawyers are all legal practitioners under the age of 36 or in their first 5 years of practice and all law students
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anything
but trivial
Despite calls for a 16 team comp
this year, a huge 31 teams turned
out for the NSW Young Lawyers’
Trivia Night at the NSW Leagues
Club on Friday, 19 July 2002.
Unimpeded by salary caps, the competition was fierce
between the 300+ lawyers who strapped up to tough it out
in this annual event.

Sponsored by:

sponsoring the Trivia Night this year.
Thanks also to Francis Farmakidis, Alex Worner and Nick
McNally who did a great job of refereeing on the night and
to Poppy Drekis, Elvira Khairallah and Kirrilly Menser of the
NSW Young Lawyers office for their efforts in running the
event.

While news has already leaked out about the action off
the ball, debrief is able to bring you pictures of the players
who kept their focus and took home the prestigious NSW
Young Lawyers’ Trivia Night trophy (known by punters everywhere simply as “The Trophy”).
Congratulations go to “The Crown Jewels” from the Torts
Department of the Crown Solicitors Office who managed to
dodge the paper planes thrown from the crowd and snatch
victory.
Unfortunately “Tobacco Lawyers” came in second after
some difficulties recovering one particular answer sheet
from overseas. 3rd place went to Deacons IBU after they
lost 20 competition points for overuse of abbreviations.
NSW Young Lawyers would like to thank Acuiti Legal, Henry
Davis York and Hughes-Castell for their great support in

3rd Place, We’ll come up with a name next year - Deacons IBU

regional lawyers

If you are a regional lawyer, or are considering moving to a
regional area, your first port of call should be NSW Young
Lawyers and your regional law society.
Each year regional law societies appoint a young lawyer
as their NSW Young Lawyers delegate. It is their job to
help you tap into the bush telegraph and answer any queries you have about practising in regional areas. Even if
you are not in rural NSW, regional law societies operate in
urban areas such as the Northern Beaches, Parramatta,
Newcastle and Wollongong.
If you want to contact your local NSW Young Lawyers delegate, look them up on our website,
www.younglawyers.com.au/bushweb.
Winners, The Crown Jewels - Crown Solicitors Office - Torts Dept.

global alliance for
justice education
The first regional conference of the Global
Alliance for Justice Education (GAJE) is
being held from 9-11 December 2002 at
the University of Sydney. The conference
is entitled “Social Justice in the AsiaPacific: Asylum Seekers, HIV/AIDS
and Indigenous Peoples” and aims to enable legal
academics, legal practitioners, community groups, law students and policy makers in the Asia-Pacific region to share
ideas, policies and experiences and establish a basis for
future collaboration and co-operation. The keynote address
will be given by Julian Burnside, QC.

Runners Up, Tobacco Lawyers - Nathan Laird & the Deacons gang

debrief is the official publication of NSW Young Lawyers.

Further information about the Conference – including registration details – is available at www.gaje.net.au.
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE

promotion’s good
for your business

Don’t older people just love a bargain (and NSW Young
Lawyers)! At least that’s what has become obvious from
the success of the far north coast launch of the “Older
People and the Law” handbook produced by NSW Young
Lawyers’ Community Services Committee.

Lawyers’ office in Sydney and ask her to send about one
extra box per week.
The amount of work involved in disseminating the book this
way was negligible. The work was spread over the various
parties and all benefited greatly.
The book is of such quality it is earning a reputation in our
local community and the snowballing effect in its popularity
would make the crew at Perisher proud.
I encourage all regional practitioners to contact the NSW
Young Lawyers’ office and offer to undertake a launch in
your local community. Not only will your community reap
the benefits, so will you!
NSW Young Lawyers’ Committees have also prepared guide
books for lawyers on areas such as the Land & Environment
Court, Family Court and Criminal Law. Copies of these
publications are also available free of charge.
If you see a need for a community or professional resource,
get involved in one of NSW Young Lawyers’ Committees.

Ben Crawford
NSW Young Lawyers - Executive Councillor
North Coast Solicitor Ben Crawford uses the Older People & the
Law Handbook to promote his firm and NSW Young Lawyers
(Photo courtesy of the North Coast Advocate)

As reported in the last edition of debrief, the Community
Services Committee has produced 7,000 copies of this
informative book for older people, with the assistance of
the Attorney General’s Department. As the cost of getting these books out to the public is probably as expensive
as printing the book itself, Jennifer McVicar, Chair of the
Community Services Committee, invited lawyers to use
the publication as a marketing tool. One way of doing this
is by making it available free of charge in your offices and
promoting it in your local community.
As a regional delegate
for NSW Young Lawyers, I took up Jennifer’s challenge and
undertook a local launch
at the Ballina RSL Club
on a Friday lunch time
($4.00 roast day) which
ensured a captive audience of 700 people.

Sunday July 28th was National Tree Day, an initiative of
Planet Ark designed to encourage the community to plant
trees to help restore Australia’s environment. Members of
the Environmental Law Committee participated at the Berry
Island Reserve at Wollstonecraft by joining NSW Premier
Bob Carr and many volunteers to plant trees and shrubs
native to the local area. Like Clean Up Australia Day, this
was another great opportunity for Committee members to
get involved in a practical and community oriented event.

The RSL Club promoted the launch
through its marketing
team and by placing
ads in the local newspaper and radio station. The more roasts
sold the better!

The RSL Club promoted
the launch through its
marketing team and by placing ads in the local newspaper
and radio station. The more roasts sold the better!
The local newspaper was more than happy to run the story
not only prior to the launch, but following the launch on
the basis that it was a current newsworthy topic and that a
large amount of their readers are older people.

NSW Young Lawyers benefit by saving on the cost of
disseminating the books which were sent to us in the
Document Exchange. The benefit to our firm and myself
personally has been immense. Firstly, it was publicised
over the radio and on the television as an event involving myself as a member of NSW Young Lawyers. It was
also widely publicised that anyone unable to make it to the
event would be able to pick up their free copy of the book
at our office. Now, some four weeks after the event, we
are still being inundated with people seeking out their copy.
I have had to go back to Poppy Drekis at the NSW Young
The Editor, debrief, NSW

national tree day

Left - Right: Tara Jain, Sean Ventris, Claire Buckley

An upcoming Committee event is an evening seminar on
15 October 2002 entitled “Maximising Third Party Rights
in Environmental Law - A Seminar for Community Groups
and Environmentalists”. This seminar will give a practical
insight into various third party rights, discuss how to start
proceedings, barriers that may be faced along the way,
outline what to do if you are arrested while protesting and
provide a brief history of environmental activism in the
Courts.
To register your interest for the seminar or to join the
Committee (new members are always welcome!), please
contact Elvira at NSW Young Lawyers on 9926 0268 or by
email to exk@lawsocnsw.asn.au.

Claire Buckley
Chair - Environmental Law Committee
Young Lawyers: Level 6, 170 Phillip St, Sydney NSW 2000; DX 362 Sydney; or editor@younglawyers.com.au.
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new admission
ceremony

NSW Young Lawyers was pleased to congratulate a group
of newly admitted solicitors as they were presented with
their practising certificates on 12 July 2002, following an
admission ceremony earlier that day. Andrew Perry, Vice
President of NSW Young Lawyers, encouraged the solicitors
to build their professional networks through NSW Young
Lawyers’ committees and to take advantage of NSW Young
Lawyers’ resources including the Environmental, Family
and Criminal Law handbooks.
3,875 solicitors (50.2% women) were admitted last year.

dream job
Prof. Alice Tay AM
Professor Alice Tay commenced
as President of the Human
Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission on 1 April 1998 for
a five year term.
She is the author and editor, and
co-author and co-editor, of 20
books and over 120 articles. Her
work is focused on socialist legal
systems and legal culture; comparative law; legal theory
and philosophy; jurisprudence; and human rights. She is
fluent in Russian and Chinese.
She has lectured in many countries and was Distinguished
Visiting Professor of Law, Humanities and Social Sciences, and Visiting Fellow, in the United States, Canada,
the People’s Republic of China, Italy, Japan and Germany.
Professor Tay talked to debrief about her “dream job” as a
humanitarian and global jetsetter.

Why did you choose to do the work you do?
Because I was asked, it was there to be done, it should be
done and I have some qualifications for it. And I would
rather it be me doing it than someone else!

What do you consider your career highlights?
Left - Right: Adewale Oladejo, Andrew Perry and Kwame Koramoah

upcoming CLE

www.younglawyers.com.au/cle
Proud sponsor of
NSW Young Lawyers’
September CLE Program

Practice & Procedure in the District Court

Tuesday 10 September 2002 5:30pm to 7:30pm, cost $75.

Newcastle – Rule 69C: Mandatory MCLE

Wednesday 11 September 2002 5:30pm to 7:30pm, $75.

Home Owners Warranty

Tuesday 17 September 2002 1:00pm to 2:00pm, cost $50.

GST Basics: An Overview

Wednesday 18 September 2002 5:30pm to 7:30pm, cost
$75.

Internet Patents

Monday 23 September 2002 1:00pm to 2:00pm, cost $50.

Dust Diseases Litigation

Wednesday 25 September 2002 5:30pm to 7:30pm, cost
$75.

Introduction to Anti-Discrimination Law & Practice

Tuesday 24 September 2002 5:30pm to 7:30pm, cost $44.

Parramatta – Drafting Enforceable Orders for Family
Law Practitioners
Thursday 26 September 2002 1:00pm to 2:00pm, cost $60.

For more information or to obtain a copy of the registration
material please contact Kirrilly Menser at the Law Society,
170 Phillip Street, Sydney 2000, DX 362 Sydney, phone
9926 0270, fax 9926 0282, email kam@lawsocnsw.asn.au
or visit www.younglawyers.com.au/cle.

When I organised the International Association for Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy’s Conference in Sydney
and Canberra in 1977 and was elected President of the
Association in 1980, when I was elected Academicien Titulaire of the International Academy of Comparative Law in
1982 and organised its conference in Sydney in 1986, and
when I was awarded an Honorary LLD by the University of
Edinburgh in 1988.

What was your “worst ever” job?
As a genre: failing a postgraduate student or telling him/
her he/she is not a scholar or academic.

Have you read a case lately and what was it?
The Miriuwung Gajerrong case (available on AUSTLII).

How do you keep a balanced lifestyle?
I don’t! One should, and I do, give my all to every job
I have to do, from writing to teaching to reading files to
cooking and eating, and bugger the consequences to balance.

What aspects of your legal training most help you
in your work?
Recognising and acknowledging in one’s decision making
that there is at least one more other view to a situation.

What tips can you give young lawyers who want to
do similar work?
Sensibly, don’t do what I do! But if you must, do it as it
should be done.
This issue of debrief has been edited by Andrew Perry, Jennifer McVicar
and Brad Watts. All expressions of opinion are published on the basis that
they are not to be regarded as expressing the official opinion of NSW Young
Lawyers. NSW Young Lawyers accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of
any opinion or information contained in this publication. Readers should
rely on their own inquiries in making any decisions touching their own
interests.

