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Joanne van der Plaat is Senior Vice President and Councillor of the Law Society of New South 

Wales. Joanne is also Co-Chair of the Law Society of New South Wales Rural Issues Committee, 

Chair of the Professional Conduct Committee and a member of the Disclosure Committee.  

Joanne has practised in Cooma for the past 12 years predominantly in the areas of workplace 

relations, property and planning and wills and estates. She lives on a rural property in the NSW 

Snowy Mountains with her husband and two teenage children and is a prominent advocate for 

the recruitment and retention of lawyers in RRR areas and the importance of business 

development and succession planning in rural firms. 

Joanne holds a Bachelor of Laws from Macquarie University and is a graduate of the Australian 

Institute of Company Directors. 

Joanne is also the national Chair of the Rural, Regional and Remote (RRR) Lawyers Committee 

at the Law Council of Australia and a director of Lawcover Insurance Pty Ltd. 

 


