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18 October 2016

Conveyancing Review

Office of the Registrar General
Level 3, Records Wing

1 Prince Albert Road

Queens Square

SYDNEY NSW 2000

By email: ORG.Admin@Ipi.nsw.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam,

Review of the Conveyancing (Sale of Land) Requlation 2010 and the Conveyancing
Process in New South Wales (“Discussion Paper”)

The Law Society of NSW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Discussion Paper
issued for the statutory review of the Conveyancing (Sale of Land) Regulation 2010
(“Regulation”).

Our comments in relation to the specific questions raised in the Discussion Paper are set out
in the attached table.

In the course of reviewing the Discussion Paper, the Law Society discussed two additional
matters in relation to conveyancing practice generally.

1. Subdivision and redundant easements and covenants

Schedule 1 of the Regulation sets out the prescribed documents for a contract for the sale of
land and includes copies of all documents creating all recorded easements, restrictions and
other relevant affectations. Members noted that the size of contracts is often unnecessarily
increased by the need to attach copies of documents relating to redundant easements,
covenants and restrictions which affected the title prior to subdivision. These documents are
of historical relevance only, with no current application. Sometimes duplication also occurs,
where the same restriction has been replicated several times in the subdivision process. It is
good practice to review the currency and relevance of easements, covenants and
restrictions in the process of a subdivision, but often this does not occur.

The Law Society considers that when a new plan of subdivision is prepared, all recorded
easements, covenants and restrictions should be reviewed for currency and removed if no
longer appropriate.
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2. The SIX Maps Platform

Our members consider that the SIX Maps platform, LPI’s spatial viewing tool, is very useful
in identifying the boundaries of land in the conveyancing process. We suggest that the SIX
Maps platform could be enhanced to allow practitioners to select multiple lots to be
highlighted on one screen, to better facilitate this process when dealing with multiple lot
properties.

We note that the Regulation is due to be remade on 1 September 2017, and we would be
pleased to be involved in the drafting of any significant changes to the Regulation. Any
questions in relation to this letter should be directed to Gabrielle Lea, Policy Lawyer, on
9926 0375 or email: Gabrielle.l.ea@lawsociety.com.au.

4 Gary Ulman
President
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