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Introduction 

Puppy breeding facilities exist in Australia on a continuum from excellent ( dog enthusiasts 

who prioritise the dog's health and wellbeing) to very bad. This essay will focus on those 

breeding establishments that are at the lowest end of the continuum: puppy farms. Puppy 

farms are intensive dog breeding facilities that operate in a way that fails to meet the animals' 

behavioural, social and physiological needs. This essay will examine the welfare issues for 

animals kept in puppy farms, the implications for the community, the current legislative 

framework surrounding Queensland dog breeding practices, and future recommendations and 

legislative measures to be taken to prevent puppy farming Australia wide. According to 

Animals Australia, one in three Australian households report owning a dog. 1 While the 

financial benefits for puppy breeders are huge, breeding animals in this way is largely 

unregulated in Australia. At present, Australia is failing to adequately protect the animals 

which we love the most. 

Welfare Issues for Puppy-Farm-Bred Animals 

There are a massive range of welfare issues associated with puppy farming due to inadequate 

veterinary and general care and unhygienic living conditions. Puppy farms vary in size and 

practice, so the types and extent of welfare issues highlighted will vary. 

In some cases, dogs can be extremely confined - often left in their cages where they eat, 

sleep, defecate, urinate and give birth.2 Due to continued confinement and isolation from 

other animals, breeding dogs and puppies born in farming facilities are unable to express 

usual animalistic behaviours or have adequate socialisation with other dogs. 3 This can lead to 
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